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From the Editor 
 
 
Once again we are very fortunate in having contributions in this number of 
Transactions of the Burgon Society that cover a wide variety of topics. Articles 
include versions of two papers originally submitted for the Fellowship of the 
Society: Nicholas Jackson’s account of academic dress at the University of 
Warwick and its history (with a fascinating record of Charles Franklyn’s 
unsuccessful attempt to secure an appointment to design the robes); and Kenneth 
Crawford’s description and illustration of how gowns and hoods are made. New 
discoveries are reported in articles about the robes of the University of Wales and of 
one of the oldest City livery companies. In addition, we have critical reappraisals of 
the use of the hood in the Church of England and of the pictorial evidence for 
academic dress as presented in the standard history of our subject. Arthur Casey’s 
account of his life-long fascination with academic dress and the authors who have 
written about it rounds off this issue. 
 
As always, I am very grateful to the contributors and my colleagues on the Editorial 
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(Lambeth), DLitt (Guildhall), DD (London), DD (City), DD (Brunel), FSA, FBS 
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Fellows 
Professor Sir John Baker (honoris causa), author of ‘The Dress of the Cambridge 
Proctors’ and ‘Doctors Wear Scarlet’  
Mr David Baldwin (by submission), author of ‘“Having Dignities ….”: Academic 
Attire as a Component of  the Livery of the Chapel Royal’ 
Dr John Birch (honoris causa), President; Past President of the Royal College of 
Organists  
Sqd. Ldr Alan Birt (honoris causa), former editor of ‘Hoodata’  
Dr John Brennan (by submission), author of ‘The Robes of the Medical Royal 
Colleges and Other Societies’ 
Dr Giles Brightwell (foundation), former Member of Council  
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Ravenscroft  
Mr Stephen Callander (honoris causa), former Provost of the Central Institute 
London  
Mr Arthur B. Casey (honoris causa), researcher and biographer 
The Rt Revd and Rt Hon. Richard Chartres (jure dignitatis), Patron; Bishop of 
London  
Professor Bruce Christianson (foundation), Dean of Studies; co-author of 
‘Academic Dress in the University of Hertfordshire’  
Dr Noel Cox (by submission), author of website ‘Academical Dress in New 
Zealand’  
The Revd Kenneth Crawford (by submission), author of ‘The Cutting Edge of 
Academe: Trends in the Manufacture of Academical Dress’ 
Mr Matthew Duckett (foundation), former Member of Council  
Mr Clifford Dunkley (by submission), author of ‘Academic Dress of the University 
of Leicester’  
Mr Peter Durant (foundation), Webmaster 
Mr Colin A. M. Fleming (by submission), Archivis; author of ‘The Academical 
Dress of the University of Stirling 1967–2006’ 
Ms Kerstin Froberg (honoris causa), robemaker and designer  
Professor William Gibson (by submission), Chairman; author of ‘The Regulation of 
Undergraduate Academic Dress at Oxford and Cambridge, 1660–1832’  
Dr Nicholas Gledhill (by submission), author of ‘A Study of the Regulation of 
Academical Dress at the University of Sheffield’  
The Revd Philip Goff (foundation), former Chairman, Member of Council; author 
of ‘University of London Academic Dress’  
Dr Nicholas Groves (foundation), Member of Council; former Dean of Studies; 
author of ‘The Academical Robes of St. David’s College Lampeter’; 
‘Theological Colleges: their hoods and histories’; ‘The Academical Dress of the 
University of East Anglia’; co-author of ‘Academical Dress of Music Colleges 
and Societies of Musicians in the United Kingdom’  
Dr Thorsten Hauler (by submission), Registrar and Membership Secretary; author 
of ‘Academical Dress in Germany’  




The Revd Dr Stephen James (foundation), former Chairman 
Dr Nicholas Jackson (by submission), Member of Council, author of ‘The 
Development of Academic Dress in the University of Warwick’ 
Mr Ian Johnson (de jure), Treasurer 
Dr Michael Kearsley (de jure), former Member of Council  
Dr Alex Kerr (de jure), Publications Editor  
The Revd Harry Krauss (honoris causa), Senior Curate of St Thomas, Fifth Avenue, 
New York  
Mr Philip Lowe (by submission), former Member of Council; author of ‘The 
Origins and Development of Academical Dress at the Victoria University of 
Manchester’  
Dr John Lundy (by submission), author of ‘Academical dress of the Republic of 
South Africa’  
Mr Timothy Milner (honoris causa), University Ceremonial Office and former 
Proctor in the University of Cambridge 
Ms Susan North (de jure), former Member of Council; Curator of Textiles and 
Dress, Victoria & Albert Museum  
Dr Steven Plank (by submission), author of ‘Academic Regalia at Oberlin College, 
Ohio’  
Dr Michael Powell (foundation), Member of Council; founder of Academic Dress 
eGroup  
Dr Robin Rees (foundation), former Member of Council; former editor of ‘Hoodata’  
Professor Aileen Ribeiro (honoris causa), Head of the History of Dress Section, The 
Courtauld Institute  
Mr Matthew Cheung Salisbury (by submission), author of ‘“By our gowns were we 
known”: The Development of Academic Dress at the University of Toronto’ 
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Traditions: Nurses and Academic Dress’  
Dr Mary Shaw (honoris causa), widow of Dr George Shaw 
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Mr John Venables (honoris causa), Chairman of the Board, Shepherd & Woodward  
Professor Graham Zellick (honoris causa), former Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of London  
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Burgon Society Events in 2008 
 
 
12 April Fellowship Study Day 
  Offices of Deloitte, 180 Strand, London 
Programme included: 
Illustrated talks 
Nicholas Groves — The Academical Dress of the University of 
East Anglia 
Colin Fleming — Scottish Academical Dress: Stirling and Beyond 
Nicholas Jackson — University of Warwick Academical Dress 
Round table: Secrets of a successful FBS  (speakers: Bruce 
Christianson, Nicholas Groves, Alex Kerr, Nicholas Jackson) 
 
17 May Visit to Canterbury Christ Church University 
Programme included: 
A presentation on the academical dress of the University of Kent 
and Canterbury Christ Church University 
An organ recital in the chapel of Canterbury Christ Church 
University 
Guided tour of the Cathedral 
Choral Evensong in the Cathedral, with Burgon Society Members 
attending in academical dress. 
 
5 July Garden Party  
 St George’s College, Weybridge 
Programme included: 
Auction of items of academical dress 
Organ recital in the College chapel by Philip Aspden, including 





11 October AGM and Congregation  
 Charterhouse, London 
Annual General Meeting 
Admission to the Fellowship of the Burgon Society: 
The Revd Kenneth Crawford (by submission — The Cutting Edge 
of Academe: Trends in the Manufacture of Academical Dress) 
Dr Nicholas Jackson (by submission — The Development of 
Academic Dress in the University of Warwick) 
Timothy Milner (honoris causa) 
Talk by Timothy Milner — Watching the Gowns Go By: Some 
Reflections on Academical Dress by a University Ceremonial 
Officer and Former Proctor 
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